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mighty universe "began to be. Before the
birth of our own race, and perhaps for many
generations later, no direct human testimony
is available. God's challenge to the patriarch
must apply to every child of man in later ages :
" Where wast thou, when I laid the foundation
of the earth ? . . . Knowest thou it, because
thou wast then born, or because the number of
thy days is great ? "

We are thrown, then, for our knowledge
upon superhuman testimony, or else can only
form conjectural inferences from the facts which
modern observation may reveal. But the only
superhuman testimony is found in the first
chapters of Genesis, assuming the Bible to bo
indeed a series of messages from God, Tho
fact of a Beginning is hero affirmed at the very
outset, in full agreement with the voice of
sound reason. But its period is not defined.
That it was not less than sis days before man's
creation is plainly affirmed; but how much
longer before is not at all, or at least not at
all so plainly revealed. So far as the text is a
guide, the separation of light from darkness,
defining the first day, may have come almost
countless ages after the absolute beginning of
a created universe.

Let us  inquire, next,  what  light   can be